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K-8 READING COMPLETE SHADED FIELDS IN THIS COLUMN
Add links to online course syllabi, or submit course 
syllabi in separate folder Notes

INSTITUTION NAME William Penn University
UNDERGRADUATE OR GRADUATE? Undergraduate
NEW OR REVISED? Revised

STATE CORE REQURIEMENTS
Methods of teaching K-8 Reading EDUC 370 Teaching Reading, 3 credits
Student teaching in K-8 Reading EDUC 375 Reading Practicum, 3 credits                                                            

EDUC 400 Elementary Student Teaching, 7 credits

STATE CONTENT REQUIREMENTS INSTITUTIONAL REQUIREMENTS (course title, credits)
Completion of a thirty semester hour teaching major which must minimally 
include 24 hours of reading coursework: 
a.   Foundations of reading. This requirement includes the following 
competencies:

        (1)  The practitioner demonstrates knowledge of the psychological, 
sociocultural, motivational, and linguistic foundations of reading and writing 
processes and instruction.

        (2)  The practitioner demonstrates knowledge of a range of research 
pertaining to reading, writing, and learning, including the analysis of 
scientifically based reading research, and knowledge of histories of 
reading. The range of research encompasses research traditions from the 
fields of the social sciences and other paradigms appropriate for informing 
practice, and also definitions of reading difficulties including but not limited 
to dyslexia.

        (3)  The practitioner demonstrates knowledge of the major 
components of reading, such as comprehension, vocabulary, word 
identification, fluency, phonics, and phonemic awareness, and effectively 
integrates curricular standards with student interests, motivation, and 
background knowledge.

EDUC 203 Foundations of Reading, 3 credits                                                  
EDUC 370 Teaching Reading, 3 credits                                                                                                                   
EDSP 370 Educational Assessment, 3 credits                                                                     



b.   Reading curriculum and instruction. This requirement includes the 
following competencies:

        (1)  The practitioner demonstrates knowledge of designing and 
implementing an integrated, comprehensive, and balanced curriculum that 
addresses the major components of reading and contains a wide range of 
texts, including but not limited to narrative, expository, and poetry, and 
including traditional print, digital, and online resources.

        (2)  The practitioner uses knowledge of a range of research-based 
strategies and instructional technology for designing and delivering 
effective instruction, including appropriate interventions, remediation, 
assistive technology, and classroom accommodations for students with 
dyslexia and other difficulties.

        (3)  The practitioner demonstrates knowledge of grouping students, 
selecting materials appropriate for learners with diverse abilities at various 
stages of reading and writing development, differentiating instruction to 
meet the unique needs of all learners, including students with dyslexia, 
offering sufficient opportunities for students to practice reading skills, and 
providing frequent and specific instructional feedback to guide students’ 
learning.

        (4)  The practitioner demonstrates knowledge of designing instruction 
to meet the needs of diverse populations, including populations in urban, 
suburban, and rural settings, as well as for students from various cultural 
and linguistic backgrounds.

        (5)  The practitioner demonstrates knowledge of creating a literate 
physical environment which is low-risk, supports students as agents of 
their own learning, and supports a positive socio-emotional impact for 
students to identify as readers.

EDUC 203 Foundations of Reading, 3 credits                                                    
EDUC 370 Teaching Reading, 3 credits                                                                                                                   
EDUC 374 Elementary Language Arts Methods, 3 credits                                 
EDUC 375 Reading Practicum, 3 credits                                                                                                                                   
EDSP 360 Diagnosis and Treatment of Reading 
Difficulties, 3 credits                                                                                                                                                         

c.    Reading assessment, diagnosis and evaluation. This requirement 
includes the following competencies:

        (1)  The practitioner understands types of reading and writing 
assessments and their purposes, strengths, and limitations.

        (2)  The practitioner demonstrates knowledge of selecting and 
developing appropriate assessment instruments, procedures, and 
practices that range from individual to group and from formal to informal to 
alternative for the identification, screening, and diagnosis of all students’ 
reading proficiencies and needs including knowledge of the signs and 
symptoms of dyslexia and other reading difficulties.

        (3)  The practitioner demonstrates knowledge of assessment data 
analysis to inform, plan, measure, progress monitor, and revise instruction 
for all students and to communicate the outcomes of ongoing assessments 
to all stakeholders.

        (4)  The practitioner demonstrates awareness of policies and 
procedures related to special programs, including Title I.

EDSP 360 Diagnosis and Treatment of Reading 
Difficulties, 3 credits            EDSP 370 Educational 
Assessment, 3 credits                                                                           
EDUC 203 Reading Foundations, 3 credits



d.   Reading in the content areas. This requirement includes the 
following competencies:

        (1)  The practitioner demonstrates knowledge of morphology and the 
etymology of words, along with text structure and the dimensions of 
content area vocabulary and comprehension, including literal, interpretive, 
critical, and evaluative.

        (2)  The practitioner demonstrates an understanding of reading 
theory, knowledge, and a variety of research-based strategies and 
approaches to provide effective literacy instruction into content areas.

   (3) The practitioner demonstrates knowledge of integrating literacy 
instruction into content areas for all students, including but not limited to 
students with disabilities, students who are at risk of academic failure, 
students who have been identified as gifted and talented, students who 
have limited English language proficiency, and students with dyslexia, 
whether or not such students have been identified as children requiring 
special education under chapter 256B. EDSP 360 Diagnosis of Treatment of Reading Difficulties, 

3 credits                 EDUC 370 Teaching Reading, 3 credits
 e.    Language development. This requirement includes the following 
competency: The practitioner uses knowledge of oral language 
development, linguistics including phonology and phonological awareness, 
sound-symbol association, syllable types, morphology, syntax and 
semantics and the relationship of these components to typical and atypical 
reading development and reading instruction,, cognitive academic 
language development, oral and written language proficiency (including 
second language development), acquisition of reading skills, and the 
variations related to cultural and linguistic diversity to provide effective 
instruction in reading and writing.

EASL 250 Language Acquisition, 3 credits                                                    
EDUC 370 Teaching Reading, 3 credits

f.    Oral communication instruction. This requirement includes the 
following competencies:

        (1)  The practitioner has knowledge of the unique needs and 
backgrounds of students with language differences and delays.

        (2)  The practitioner uses effective strategies for facilitating the 
learning of language for academic purposes by all learners.

EASL 250 Language Acquisition, 3 credits                                                    
EDSP 360 Diagnosis and Treatment of Reading 
Difficulties, 3 credits

 g.   Written communication instruction. This requirement includes the 
following competency: The practitioner uses knowledge of reading-writing-
speaking connections; the writing process to include structures of 
language and grammar; the stages of spelling development; the different 
types of writing, such as narrative, expressive, persuasive, informational, 
and descriptive; and the connections between oral and written language 
development to effectively teach writing as communication. EDUC 374 Elementary Language Arts Methods, 3 credits



h.   Children’s nonfiction and fiction. This requirement includes the 
following competency: The practitioner uses knowledge of children’s 
literature (K-8) for:

        (1)  Modeling the reading and writing of varied genres, including 
fiction and nonfiction; technology- and media-based information; and 
nonprint materials;

        (2)  Motivating through the use of texts at multiple levels, representing 
broad interests, and reflecting varied cultures, linguistic backgrounds, and 
perspectives; and

        (3)  Matching text complexities to the proficiencies and needs of 
readers.

EDUC 265 Children's Literature, 3 credits
  i.     Practicum. This requirement includes the following competencies:

        (1)  The practitioner works with appropriately licensed professionals 
who observe, evaluate, and provide feedback on the practitioner’s 
knowledge, dispositions, and performance of the teaching of reading and 
writing.

        (2)  The practitioner effectively uses reading and writing strategies, 
materials, and assessments based upon appropriate reading and writing 
research and works with colleagues and families in the support of children’
s reading and writing development.

EDUC 375 Reading Practicum, 3 credits

Other (if applicable):

Endorsement Credit Hour Total: 24 credits


