Philosophy of Education
The guidelines below were originally used for a paper in Social Foundations of Education. They provide good guidance for a well-written philosophy statement, however.
Your paper should consist of six paragraphs. Each is described below.

1. Introduction - You should begin your paper by telling a little about what you want to teach and why. You should state the philosophy(ies) that you will be writing about and include some overall statement regarding why you have chosen it.

2. Nature of School - The second paragraph should contain your beliefs about the purpose of school and education. You should tell from which philosophy this comes. It could begin with a sentence like “The purpose of school is…..” or “I believe that the purpose of education is….”.
3. In the third paragraph, you should write about the responsibilities of the teacher and the responsibilities of the learners. What is the role of each? How is each role demonstrated? How does this fit with your philosophy?
4. Beliefs about Curriculum and Teaching Methods - What do you believe children should know? Why? What is the best way of teaching them? Why? What philosophy does this reflect?

5. Beliefs about Classroom Management and Discipline - The next paragraph should include the manner in which you will manage and discipline your class - these are not the same. Discipline is a part of management, but management includes more than discipline. How does this reflect your philosophy?

6. Conclusion - This final paragraph should provide an overall summary of your educational philosophy. This is an opportunity to tie things together and tell how the information in the preceding paragraphs fits together.
